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* This designation is without prejudice to
positions on status, and is in line with
UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on
the Kosovo declaration of independence.
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“The European Union has
legal personality and as such
its own legal order which is
separate from international
law. Furthermore, EU law has
direct or indirect effect on the
laws of its Member States and
becomes part of the legal
system of each Member State.
The European Union is in itself
a source of law. The legal
order is usually divided into
primary legislation (the
Treaties and general legal
principles), secondary
legislation (based on the
Treaties) and supplementary
law.”

Source: European Parliament: Fact Sheets on the European Union,
Publications Office of the European Union, Luxembourg 2019, p. 30,

(www.europarl.Europa.eu/factsheets/en)
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1. The Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), or Treaty of
Paris, signed in 1951 and came into force in 1952.

2. The Treaties establishing the European Economic Community (EEC) and the European
Atomic Energy Community (EAEC), or the Treaties of Rome, were signed in 1957 and came

into force in 1958.

3. With the Treaty of Brussels (1965) that entered into force in 1967, the executive
institutions of the three European Communities were unified.

4. The Treaty of Maastricht or Treaty on European Union, signed in 1992, entered into
force in 1993.

5. The Treaty of Amsterdam amending the Treaty on European Union, the Treaties
establishing the European Communities, signed in 1997, entered into force in 1999.

6. The Treaty of Nice, signed in 2001 and entered into force in 2003.

7. The Treaty of Lisbon amending the Treaty on European Union; signed in 2007 and
entered into force in 2009.
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Past enlargements

Belgium 1958 Original signataries of the 1957 Treaty of Rome.
France

Germany

Italy

Luxembourg

Netherlands

Denmark 1973
Ireland
United Kingdom

Portugal 1986 This enlargement consolidated democracy in Portugal and Spain.

Austria 1995

Cyprus 2004 Aimed at reuniting the continent after the fall of the Berlin
Czech Republic Wall and the collapse of the Soviet Union, this enlargement
Estonia was launched by the European Council meeting of

Hungary December 1997, Negotiations were conducted separately with
Latvia each country, based on a single negotiating framework.
Lithuania

Malta

Poland

Slovakia

Slovenia

Bulgaria 2007 The pace of reform in Bulgaria and Romania did not allow those
Romania countries to join in 2004. A 'cooperation and verification mechanism’
in key areas — judicial reform, the fight against corruption and
the fight against organised crime (the latter applying only to
Bulgaria) — continues monitoring progress after accession.

Croatia 2013 The accession negotiations with Croatia were subject to the
stricter conditionality instituted in December 2006 by the
European Council's tenewed consensus on enlargement’

Source: European Parliament: Fact
Sheets on the European Union,
Publications Office of the European
Union, Luxembourg 2019, p. 573,
(www.europarl.Europa.eu/factsheets/
en)
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“The disastrous effects of the
Second World War and the
constant threat of an East-West
confrontation meant that Franco-
German reconciliation had become
a top priority. The decision to pool
the coal and steel industries of six
European countries, brought into
force by the Treaty of Paris in 1951,
marked the first step towards
European integration. The Treaties
of Rome of 1957 strengthened the
foundations of this integration, as
well as the notion of a common
future for the six European
countries involved.”

Source: European Parliament: Fact Sheets on the European Union,
Publications Office of the European Union, Luxembourg 2019, p. 14,

(www.europarl.Europa.eu/factsheets/en)
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“The European Union has its own
legislature and executive, as well
as an independent judiciary and a
central bank. These are supported
and complemented by a set of
institutions and bodies, the
powers conferred on which derive
from the founding Treaties. The
Union’s powers have evolved
considerably over the years
through the successive Treaties,
as have its decision-making
procedures, which Parliament and
the Council now follow when
legislating on most EU policies.
The Union also has its own budget
with which to achieve its
objectives. The Lisbon Treaty gave
Parliament an equal say with the
Council to decide on the entire EU
budget and the multiannual
financial framework.”
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Source: European Parliament: Fact Sheets on the European Union,
Publications Office of the European Union, Luxembourg 2019, p. 11,
(www.europarl.Europa.eu/factsheets/en)
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“The single market is the EU’s greatest
achievement. With former customs
barriers now dismantled, people, goods,
services and capital can now move freely
throughout Europe. To bring this into
being, EU legislators have adopted
hundreds of laws to remove technical,
regulatory and legal barriers within the
Union. To complement the single market,
the European Union has developed a set
of policies which have a profound
influence on the lives of its citizens and
businesses. The environment, health,
consumer rights, competition, taxation,
energy, industry, research and social
policies are all areas in which the Union
has its say. Economic and monetary union
(EMU) means greater coordination of the
Member States’ economic and monetary
policies at European level and a
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Source: European Parliament: Fact Sheets on the European Union,
Publications Office of the European Union, Luxembourg 2019, p. 119,
(www.europarl.Europa.eu/factsheets/en)
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These Fact Sheets were compiled and published within the .
framework of the Jean Monnet Module Project "A Foundation to With the Support of the
build on — and a Bridge of Intercultural Understanding"/ FICU Erasmus+ Programme T
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